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Your link to business in 
Schenectady County

Businesses hand out comfort to 
storm’s victims 

www.schenectadychamber.org
October 12 – 
Women in Business 
Luncheon - Topic : 
How to promote your 
company with PR.

 Page 4

October 18 – 
Annual Business 
Awards Dinner.
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SHARE THE NEWS, TODAY!
Share the Newsletter with a non-member company today and be a part of the 

effort to help Schenectady County's Chamber grow. www.schenectadychamber.org

chamber
Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 6

About four weeks ago, Alex Finn, owner of Schenectady-based ActiveHost, joined 
other local companies in volunteering services and goods from Schenectady County to 
Hurricane Katrina victims in the Gulf Coast.

“We were amazed at the situation down there,” said Finn. “We knew companies would 
want to get back to business as soon as possible.” ActiveHost has donated web hosting 
and email services to individuals and companies hit hardest by Hurricane Katrina. In 
addition, ActiveHost is also donating a percentage of its domain name registration fees to 
the Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.

Other small businesses are chipping in as well. Newkey Media Solutions, a web design 
firm, has donated their web design services for people who have completely lost their 
web sites and do not have the time, and ability to recreate them.

Also, Modern Welding School which provides welding education services is matching 
employee donations up to a maximum corporate donation of $10,000, for a total $20,000 
gift.

Throughout Schenectady County these past weeks, businesses have contributed time, 

Annual Business 
Awards Dinner 
set for October 18
The Chamber will host the Annual 
Business Awards at Glen Sanders 
Mansion honoring local businesses 
and leaders in Schenectady County 
for their achievements. 

The Chamber of Schenectady County 
will host the 17th Annual Business 
Awards Dinner on October 18 at the 
Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia. 
News 6 Anchor Jack Aernecke will 

upcoming   events



Keeping your company connected to the business pulse in Schenectady County. Keeping your company connected to the business pulse in Schenectady County. Page 2

FeaturesNEWS. VIEWS. PROFILES

William Faubion, Chair
Key Bank 

Gary Hughes 
MVP Health Care

Charles Steiner, 
President
The Chamber of 
Schenectady County 

Irene Kestner
Manpower, Inc.

Armon Benny 
Capital Printing, Inc. 

Linda Lahaie 
Schenectady ARC

Warren J. Camp 
Erie Crossings, LLC
The Auto Saver 
Systems, Inc.

Lois Smith-Law
Alternative Resources, 
Inc.

Howard S. Foote
UHY ADVISORS

Christine Chariavalle 
Mallozzi’s Belevedere 
Hotel 

Robert Leonard
Trustco

Richard Correa 
Lockheed Martin/KAPL, 
Inc. 

Todd Kilburn 
Precision Industrial 
Maintenance, Inc.

Magaret Davenport 
Golub Corporation-
Price Chopper 

James J. Romano
Niagara Mohawk Power 
Corporation

Jack McDonald 
McDonald Engeneering

Kevin DeFebbo 
Schenectady County 
Manager 

Robert E. Smanik
Ellis Hospital

Col. Max Della Pia 
109th Airlift Wing 

Jan Smith 
GE Energy

Kathryn Donovan 
Horizon Foods 
Equipment, Inc.

Lee Scott Theisen, 
P.h.D.
Schenectady Museum 
& Planetarium

Martin Finn 
Lavelle & Finn LLP 

John Wisniewski 
Spataro Insurance 
Agency 

Patricia Godlewski 
Schenectady County 
Community College   

Peter Guidarelli 
The Business 
Development Group 
 
Thomas C. Gutenberger
Union College 

Steve Haraden 
Mohawk Honda  

Of Counsel to the Chamber
Robert Coan, Esq. 
Higgins, Roberts, 
Beyerl & Coan, PC

The Chamber of Schenectady County
Board of Directors

  
To receive more Chamber 
news and more news on 

Schenectady County 
businesses log onto 

www.schenectadychamber.org 
and sign up for the 
Chamber FastTake.

materials, and money to relief efforts in 
the Gulf Coast area in what some say is 
an unprecedented local effort to help other 
Americans hundreds of miles away. 

“We’ve had such a great outpouring of 
support from local businesses,” said Cynthia 
James, major gifts officer for the American 
Red Cross.

“We know our community bands together in 
times like these,” she said, “but every time, 
you’re surprised by what they do.”
The post-Hurricane Katrina response 
by businesses and corporations belies 
the traditional image of corporate giving 
beginning and ending with an executive 
cutting a check. Rather, the relief effort 
presented challenges to companies to come 
up with more creative ways to raise money 
that involve their employees and customer 
base. 

While financial donations are a priority for 
local relief organizations, companies also 
realize they may have a lot more to offer 
than just money. Some have been donating 
access to workers, transportation, and 
supplies.

GE Energy for example, is contributing 
more than $22 million in cash, products, and 
services to help address immediate needs 
and begin the recovery from Hurricane 
Katrina.

A commitment of at least $10 million 
in medical devices, power generation 
equipment, water purification and other 
goods and services that were identified 
by federal relief authorities. GE has also 
donated a TM2500 mobile power plant 
(22 megawatts of power) that is restoring 
capacity to a fuel transfer station in 
Fourchon, Louisiana. The transfer station 
provides 13% of the nation’s crude oil, which 
supplies 40% of the nation’s refineries. The 
donated equipment is allowing the Fourchon 
Booster Station to process an additional 
720,000 barrels of crude oil per day, the 
equivalent of 2 oil refineries. 

Schenectady’s military personnel were also 
called into action to support relief efforts. 
The 109th Airlift Wing, New York Air National 
Guard, flew 101 sorties and delivered 

550,000 pounds of cargo and 534 personnel 
from the Stratton Air National Guard Base to 
areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

The missions have taken the crews to 
Gulfport, Mississippi, where members of the 
unit have organized the supplies piled up 
around the airport.

“In situations like this, everybody wants to 
step up and help,” said Maj. Jodi Ankebrandt, 
109th Public Affairs Officer. “We want them to 
know that our community cares about them.” 

Last summer, parishioners at the Niskayuna 
Reformed Church struck up a friendship with 
the small town of Dulock, Louisiana. The 
impoverished community of just 2 thousand 
people was nearly destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina.

So the church turned to its members for help. 
They will send dozens of boxes of much 
needed supplies down to the town.

From Local banks, supermarkets collecting 
goods, schools and students putting up 
lemonade stands for hurricane relief to local 
hair salons donating services, Schenectady 
County’s business community has answered 
the call for help with such an overwhelming 
response to support Hurricane Katrina 
victims.

Charles Steiner, president of the Chamber, 
said nationwide, businesses have given 
$432 million, a figure that rises to $648 
million if employee and customer donations 
are included. Steiner predicts the total will 
probably be about $1 billion, overtaking the 
record $750 million collected after Sept. 
11, 2001. “Schenectady and America's 
companies have demonstrated that in times 
of real need, they can rise to the occasion,” 
he said. 

Thank you to all of our Schenectady County 
businesses that have contributed to the 
Hurricane Relief efforts. If you would like to 
donate products or services you can visit the 
Chamber website and donate on our main 
page.

www.schenectadychamber.org

Relief Efforts
Continued from cover
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IN FRONTTECH. TRENDS. IDEAS
Acquisition of Leading Web 
Company, Mercury Web Solu-
tions, Signals Success for Tech 
Valley; 

A Perfect Fit, Ushering in Fortune 500 
Leadership Committed to Investing in 
Tech Valley and Cultivating Company 
and Community Culture   

In a step indicating a positive trend 
for regional technology businesses, 
Mercury Web Solutions, the area’s 
leading web development company, 
announces their acquisition by ac-
complished national business ex-
ecutives Don and Adrienne Buskard. 
Widely regarded as innovative and 

accomplished information technology 
leaders, the Buskards bring Mercury 
clients, staff and Tech Valley Fortune 
500 experience and distinction as one 
of Computerworld’s 2004 Top 100 IT 
Executives. 

Mercury Web Solutions, founded by 
Erika Dietz and Matthew Gough is in 
Tech Valley to stay and service clients 
with even deeper capabilities.  With 
this development, Mercury is proud 
to retain all of the current employees 
and continue to flourish at its North 
Pearl Street location in the heart of 
downtown Albany.  Matt and Erika will 
continue with active projects to ensure 
total client satisfaction.

Intermagnetics' Superpower 
Subsidiary Announces Progress 
at Albany HTS Cable Project

• BOC Successfully Completes Instal-
lation And Testing Of Cryogenic
Refrigeration System
• Sumitomo Ships 350 Meters Of 
BSCCO Cable To Albany
• Cable Installation Expected To Be-
gin In September

Intermagnetics General Corporation’s 
(NASDAQ: IMGC) Energy Technol-
ogy subsidiary, SuperPower, Inc., 
announced the successful completion 
of installation and functional testing 
by the BOC Group of the Cryogenic 

Refrigeration System (CRS) for its 
Albany High-Temperature Supercon-
ducting (HTS) Cable Project. U. S. 
Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-NY) 
visited the cable site at the North 
Albany Service Center of Niagara 
Mohawk, a National Grid Company, to 
view the progress made on this $26 
million project, that is receiving $13 
million in funding through the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s Superconductiv-
ity Partnerships with Industry (SPI) 
program. An additional $6 million in 
funding comes from the New York 
State Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority (NYSERDA).

FOX23 OFFERS “NEWS TO GO”
With Cutting Edge PodCast 
Technology 
Now you can take FOX23 News with 
you everywhere you go with PodCasts.  
FOX23 News is the first television station 
in the Capital Region to offer this techno-
logically innovative service which makes it 
possible to listen to FOX23 News any-
time, anyplace.  With a computer you can 
automatically download Ten Minutes of 
Non-Stop News and Weather Where You 
Live daily weather forecasts from FOX23 
News at 5 and 10pm.  

Podcasts are online audio programs that 
you can listen to on your personal comput-
er or portable devices such as the iPod or 
mp3 players.  Now news seekers can get 
all the news at their convenience with this 
portable news technology which allows 
convenient audio access to the news while 
performing daily tasks such as jogging, 
walking the dog, commuting, shopping, or 
surfing the web.  

There is no charge for this service.  In-
structions for accessing FOX23 News 
PodCasting, along with links for free 
PodCast software, are available online at 
podcast.fox23news.com

Cyclics Corp. gets new 
president, CEO 

A former Black & Decker executive is 
the new president and chief execu-
tive of Cyclics Corp., a Schenectady-
based developer and manufacturer of 
innovative plastics.

Glenn J. Decker, formerly president 
of the industrial division of Emhart 
Teknologies, a Black & Decker sub-
sidiary, has taken over the top slots 
from Ted Eveleth. Eveleth will become 
executive chairman of Cyclics, while 
John Ciovacco, formerly the chair-
man, will oversee global business 
development.

 The company has 35 employees in 
Schenectady and 100 company-wide. 
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events

To register for events call 372-5656 or e-mail 
aninneman@schenectadychamber.org. Also 
watch for event reminders delivered to your inbox.

October 12 – 
Women in Business: “How to Pro-
mote Your Business via Public Rela-
tions” 
Join female public relations powerhouses Car-
olyn Jones of The Business Review, Pamela 
Sawchuck of Sawchuck, Brown Associates 
and Therese Myers of KeyBank Public Affairs 
for an informative panel discussion designed to 
help you get the word out about your business! 
Time: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Location: River Stone Manor, 1437 Amsterdam 
Road, Glenville. 
Cost: $25 members/$30 prospective members.
Sponsored by KeyBank and The Business 
Review

October 18 – 
Annual Business Awards Dinner
The Chamber of Schenectady County will host 
the 17th Annual Business Awards Dinner on 
October 18 at the Glen Sanders Mansion in 
Scotia. The event is scheduled to take place at 
5:30 PM.
Time:  5:30 p.m 
Location: The Glen Sanders Mansion, Scotia-
Cost:  $65 indivduals/$600 tables.

Subscribe to the Chamber FastTake for all the latest news in Schenectady County
Log on to www.schenectadychamber.org click on MEMBERS/newsletters to subscribe.

New! 
The Chamber is pleased to offer our latest Member Benefit. Chamber Members can now take 
advantage of the investigative services offered by Alliance Worldwide Investigative Group. If you 
are looking for a background check on your new hire, or if you need to prove insurance fraud 
at your company you can now utilize the services of Alliance Worldwide. To learn more call 
1.800.579.2911 and mention that you are a Chamber of Schenectady County Member.

Call 1-800-579-2911

be a special guest host for the 
evening event. 

The Business Awards are 
given to local businesses that 
have excelled at improving 
the economic climate in 
Schenectady County. 

This year the award recipients 
are:

Outstanding New Enterprise
3N2 Baseball

Outstanding Appearance
River Stone Manor

Company of the Year 
Lockheed Martin/KAPL

Small Business of the Year 
Unilux Advanced 
Manufacturing, LLC

Entrepreneur of the Year
Joseph Mallozzi

Executive of the Year
Angelo Mazzone

Non Profit Organization of the 
Year
Northeast Parent & Child 
Society

Non Profit Executive of the 
Year
Anne Saile, Bellevue Hospital

“Say Schenectady” Tourism 
Award
Nell Burrows

Special Recognition Award for 
Schenectady Military Affairs
Roger Hannay

“Tech Valley” Award for 
Innovation
SuperPower

Each year The Chamber 
honors companies from 
around the county that have 
driven the economic climate in 
Schenectady County and have 
made Schenectady a place to 
work, play, and live. 

The event will take place at 
5:30 p.m., with dinner at 6:30 
p.m. on the 18th. Tickets 
are still available by calling 
the Chamber at 372.5656. 
Individual tickets are $65 and 
corporate tables are $600 for a 
table of 10.

RSVP's are needed by October 
14, 2005.
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SAY...Schenectady
EVENTS.IMAGES.INSIGHTS
EVENTS Wrap-up

1

Members listen to County 
Legislature Chair Susan Sav-
age (inset) as she addresses 
business leaders at a recent 
Chamber Mixer.

New Members listen 
to Chamber President 
Charles Steiner about 
the many benefits of 
membership.

The Chamber was on hand to 
open the First New York FCU 
in Rotterdam on Altamont 
Avenue. This is one of the 
first expansions for First New 
York.

GENX NetPlaY 
Review
Another great 
networking mixer. 
New faces, new 
businesses and 
great fun.  GenX 
NetPlay is a 
Chamber net-
working mixer 
that focuses on 
the Generation X 
age bracket and 
helps this popula-
tion connect with other GenX'ers in the 
community. 

At this past month's event we saw 

some new faces and heard some great 
business stories. At the recent event 
the Chamber raffled off a new Mp3 
Player along with several other prizes. 

The winner of the 
Mp3 Player was 
event newcomer 
Kevin Buhrmaster 
of First National 
Bank of Scotia. 

The event was held 
at Pinhead Susan's 
and attended by 30  
GenX'ers. 

Join The Chamber for the next GenX 
NetPlay on March 16, 2006. Log on to 
www.schenectadychamber.org to get 
updates on location and time.
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MORE NEWSPERSPECTIVES

Remember 
November is open enrollment. The 
effective date for all changes is January 
1, 2006. Choosing your health plan is 
important. With costs rising, it’s more 
important than ever to pick wisely.
Keep in mind, the lowest premium isn’t 
always the cheapest plan. Ultimately, the 
cheapest plan is the one with the best 
price for the benefits you’re most likely to 
use. 

Excellent Customer Service is our goal 

Blue Shield of NENY•CDPHP•GHI HMO 
Select•MVP Health Care

Call 372.5656

+Are you looking 
for Health 
Coverage for your 
employees?

THE NEW CHAMBER WEBSITE IS ONLINE

     connecting you to the Chamber.

Good Deeds and Stellar 
Service Returns
On October 17, the Chamber tourism pro-
gram’s Hospitality Committee will be hold-
ing another session of its “Good Deeds 
and Stellar Service” Ambassador training 
at the Holiday Inn Holidome.  The program 
has received positive reviews from past 
attendees and managers.  If your business 
has customers, your employees need this 
valuable training!  Attendees gain essential 
customer service skills, as well as a famil-
iarity with Schenectady County and what 
it has to offer visitors.  The cost for the 2-
hour program is only $15 per employee – a 
minimal cost with priceless returns!  The 
training is appropriate for front-line staff, 
new employees, and volunteers.  For more 
information, and to receive a registration 
form, please contact Wendy Glasser at the 
Chamber: 372-5656, or wglasser@schene
ctadychamber.org. 
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Schenectady ARC's 
Annual Awards Dinner

Please join us as we salute members of the community for their outstanding 
support of individuals with developmental disabilities.

Wednesday, November 16   
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

River Stone Manor  Glenville, NY 

Customer of the Year - New York State Department of Motor Vehicles

Employer of the Year - Belvedere Hotel - Christine Mallozzi

Self Advocate of the Year - Beth Millard

Community Award - Rotterdam Elks.

Individual reservations $40 or $300 for each table of 8. To make 
reservations or for more information please contact Danielle or Beverly 

at (518) 372-1160 by Tuesday, November 8.

Providing services for people with developmental disabilities since 1952
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PEOPLEWHO. WHERE. WHEN.

Are you reaching your full business potential? Call today to advertise. 372-5656

Australia’s Youth Representative 
to the United Nations Visits
Schenectady 

Ryan Baum & Associates, LLC 
(RBA), an executive management 
consulting group for non-profit and 
governmental organizations, with 
offices in Schenectady and Amsterdam, 
will sponsor Benjamin Whitehouse, 
A 23 year-old social worker and 
Australia’s Youth Representative to 
the United Nations, to visit the Capital 
Region September 13 – 17.  During 
Whitehouse’s visit, the representative 
will meet with various youth serving 
organizations and educational 
institutions.

Benjamin Whitehouse’s trip to the 
Capital Region is funded by Ryan 
Baum & Associates, LLC.  Ryan 
Baum & Associates specializes in 
serving governmental and non-profit 
organizations with the following: 
Strategic Planning, Interim Executive 
Management, Project Development, 
Implementation & Management, 
Membership Development, Public 
Relations & Event Planning, Quality 
Control/Compliance, Technology 
Audits/Implementation, Organizational 
Efficiency, Board Training and 
Development, Curriculum Development 
& Training and Grant Writing.

Girls Incorporated Sponsors 
Panel Discussion at 16th An-
nual Celebration Luncheon

“Women Executives: Breaking the Glass 
Ceiling,” a panel discussion on the role of 
women executives was the feature at the 
16th annual Celebration Luncheon of Girls 
Incorporated of the Greater Capital Region 
on Friday, Sept. 16. 

Jan Smith, manager, Global Communications 
and Public Affairs GE Energy moderated the 
panel. Denyce Duncan Lacy, director of com-
munications, United University Professions; 
Maggie Gillis, partner/attorney, Whiteman 
Osterman & Hanna LLP; and Diana Jones 
Ritter, executive deputy comptroller, New 
York State Office of the State Comptroller, 
shared insights from their personal experi-
ences in rising to the executive level of an 
organization.

At this year’s luncheon, Girls Incorporated 
presented a special award to GE Energy and 
Whiteman, Osterman and Hanna LLP for 
their commitment to women’s professional 
development and career growth.

KeyBank Promotes Thomas X. 
Geisel to Newly Created Position 
of Northeast Region President 
Region Covers New York and 
New England 

Thomas X. Geisel, president of 
KeyBank’s Capital Region since August 
2002, has been promoted to the newly 
created position of president, Northeast 
Region, Key Community Bank. The 
promotion is effective immediately. 
Geisel will continue to be based in 
Albany, Northeast Region headquarters. 
He reports to George E. Emmons Jr., 
president, Key Community Bank. 

In his new role, Geisel will be 
responsible for Retail Banking, Business 
Banking and Commercial Banking for 
Key’s Community Bank throughout New 
York and New England. He will also 
partner with McDonald Financial Group 
senior sales managers to ensure Key 
maximizes the cross-selling of MFG 
products and services. 



Chamber Mission 
To drive a strong business climate  
throughout Schenectady County.

Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Our staff is here to help enhance the  
business climate of the county.  
Please feel free to contact us!

306 State Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305

Phone: 518.372.5656 
Fax: 518.370.3217 

Toll-Free: 800.926.8007
www.schenectadychamber.org

_______________________________

Affiliated sites 

Updates on Community Construction
www.buildingschenectady.com

Schenectady Military Affairs Council
www.nysmac.org 

Schenectady's Tourism Portal
www.sayschenectady.org

Certificate of Employability
www.sch'dy-coe.org

Presorted 
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Schenectady, NY 

Permit No. 98
306 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

Zone Five Regional Law 
Enforcement Training 
Academy to Train
State Parole Officers

Schenectady has been selected to train 
over 40 new State Parole Officers.  Many 
of the trainees will stay at the Holiday 
Inn in Schenectady.  The new Parole 
Officers will receive training in police 
and criminal justice best practices at the 
newly renovated police training center.   
The first class of parole trainees will be 
in Schenectady this fall with additional 
classes planned for next spring.

Last year, the Zone Five Regional Law 
Enforcement Training Academy selected 
Schenectady County over competing 
sites for the new law enforcement training 

facility.  Senator Farley and Metroplex 
provided a combination of loans and grants 
to purchase the former IUE union hall on 
Erie Boulevard and renovate it for use as 
the new training center.  

In addition to providing training for new and 
existing police officers, sheriffs and other 
law enforcement personnel, the goal of the 
project was to find a good adaptive re-use 
of the former union hall, bring additional 
people to downtown Schenectady and 
increase the safety and security by having 
hundreds of police officials coming into the 
City each week for training.  

The NYS Division of Parole has more 
than 1,200 sworn parole officers working 
across the State.  Following training in 
Schenectady, the new recruits will be 
deployed at Parole Field Offices and 
Department of Correctional Facilities in 
Upstate New York.

Member Benefit #5 —
ENERGY Savings 
Energy consumers have a new way to shop for 
electricity and natural gas. Energy Alliance group 
buying programs allow members of the Chamber, 
to band together and create “market power” on 
the consumers’ side of the table. A success-based 
program allows us to provide our members with a 
user-friendly way to find the best energy deals in the 
marketplace.

To prepare for this winter season and the rising costs 
of energy commodities call the Chamber at 372.5656 
to save. 


